Deinstitutionalization at a large facility: a focus on treatment.
This paper describes deinstitutionalization efforts at a large facility. The implementation of a behavioral model and development of specific training curricula are described. Emphasis was placed on the design of individualized treatment services. The quality assurance mechanisms utilized included internal monitoring systems as well as evaluations conducted by external agencies. Client treatment programs were geared toward the acquisition of skills necessary for successful community integration. Finally, it is emphasized that clients in all facilities are entitled to effective and appropriate treatment based on their individual needs and not based on client building size.